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Dear Sir 
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PROPOSED ERECTION OF A WIND FARM CONSISTING OF 14 WIND TURBINES, 
FOUNDATIONS, ACCESS TRACKS, 2 ANEMOMETRY MASTS, SWITCHGEAR 
BUILDING, CONSTRUCTION COMPOUND AND ANCILLARY BUILDING ON LAND AT 
STACAIN, NEAR INVERARY 
 
1. This letter contains the Scottish Ministers’ decision on the re-determination of the 
above planning application. 
  
2. The application was notified to Scottish Ministers on 24 January 2008, in accordance 
with the Town and Country Planning (Notification of Applications) (Scotland) Direction 2007.  
In terms of Section 46 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, Scottish 
Ministers directed Argyll & Bute Council, on 6 March 2008, to refer the application to them for 
determination. 
 
3. The application was considered on the basis of a public local inquiry, held between 18 
and 26 November 2008, by Mr David Russell MA (Hons) MPhil MRTPI, a Reporter appointed 
for that purpose.  Following their consideration of Mr Russell’s report, Scottish Ministers 
issued their decision letter, refusing planning permission, on 8 October 2009.   
 
4. The Scottish Ministers’ decision was subsequently appealed and, following the Court 
of Session’s decision to quash the decision on 19 March 2010, the application was remitted 
to Scottish Ministers for re-determination.  Thereafter, the re-opened public local inquiry was 
held between 9 and 12 November 2010.  A copy of Mr Russell’s report of the re-opened 
inquiry is enclosed.  A list of those who participated in the re-opened inquiry is given at 
Appendix 1.  A description of the site, application history and relevant background 
information is given in Sections 1 and 2. 
 
Evidence at the Inquiry 
 
5. The Reporter summarises the evidence led and arguments advanced by the parties in 
Sections 3 to 6 of the report.  A summary of additional written representations are contained 
in Section 7.     
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Consideration by the Reporter 
 
6. The Reporter’s findings of fact, conclusions and recommendation are given in 
Sections 8 and 9 the report.   
 
Scottish Ministers’ Decision 
 
7. The Scottish Ministers have carefully considered the report of the public local inquiry,  
the Reporter’s findings of fact and his conclusions and recommendation thereon.  They 
accept the Reporter’s findings of fact, agree with his conclusions and recommendation and 
adopt them for the purpose of their own decision.  
 
8. The Scottish Ministers have taken all relevant considerations into account when 
reaching their decision, including the requirements of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, 
&c.) Regulations 1994 (“the 1994 Regulations”).  As competent authority, the Scottish 
Ministers adopt the appropriate assessment undertaken by the Reporter for the purposes of 
regulation 48 of the 1994 Regulations (assessment of implications for European site).  On 
the basis of that assessment, they are unable to ascertain that the proposed development 
will not adversely affect the integrity of the Glen Fyne and Glen Etive Special Protection 
Area.  
 
9. In these circumstances and in accordance with the 1994 Regulations, Scottish 
Ministers hereby refuse planning permission for the proposed erection of a wind farm 
consisting of 14 wind turbines, foundations, access tracks, 2 anemometry masts, switchgear 
building, construction compound and ancillary building on land at Stacain, near Inverary. 
 
10. The foregoing decision of the Scottish Ministers is final, subject to the right conferred 
by Sections 237 and 239 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 of any 
person aggrieved by the decision to apply to the Court of Session within 6 weeks of the date 
hereof.  On any such application the Court may quash the decision if satisfied that it is not 
within the powers of the Act, or that the appellant’s interests have been substantially 
prejudiced by a failure to comply with any requirements of the Act, or of the Tribunals and 
Inquiries Act 1992, or any orders, regulations or rules made under these Acts. 
 
11. A copy of this letter and the report has been sent to Argyll & Bute Council and to the 
other parties that appeared at the re-opened public local inquiry. 
  
12. The documents submitted to the inquiry are currently held in this office.  If any parties 
wish to collect their documents they should contact this office to make the necessary 
arrangements after the 6 week appeal period mentioned above has elapsed.  If not collected, 
they will be disposed of after 3 months.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
LYNDSEY MURRAY 
 


	Consideration by the Reporter
	Scottish Ministers’ Decision
	LYNDSEY MURRAY

